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We're on a roll.

Power is all around us...
in and through us.

Personally, I’ve asked God to turn my attention to “All
things Him” morning, noon and night. In the rush of
everyday—family, church, work, friends, and everything
clse in between—I’m seizing more moments to get still
before God and really listen to what He is telling me.
Sometimes I end up just basking in the glory of His cre-

ation, if only for a few minutes. It ushers me right into
His presence, and as a result, I’ve learned some pretty
powerful, inspiring, life-changing discoveries—like how to
better establish boundaries in my life, more ways to live
out my passion, and so much more.

Corporately, have you really taken a good look at the
Body of Christ lately? Power is everywhere! At New Birth,
we’ve declared financial independence, and it is coming to
pass now. Seat for Life raised $1.4 million to curtail the
church debt; a New Birth Bank is on the horizon; the
Everyday Wealth program is in planning stages; and the
partnership with Sharing Way (see pg. 7) has produced
the New Birth pre-paid debit card that will facilitate debt-
free living and will begin to shift the wealth of the world

systems by funneling dollars back to the Kingdom of God.
Can you say power: Whew!

Earlier this month, the men converged on Charlotte
N.C. for the 2005 men’s conference. Men “came forth”
from many parts of the country seeking to line up with
His will—in their hearts, in their homes, on their jobs,
with their children (men, see pg. 12 for fatherly wisdom),
and in many other areas. They were charged to “man up;”
and, no doubt, they came back stronger in spirit.

Young people in the Body of Christ are more than who
the world says they are. There’s a whole new powerful
movement being born out of the
2005 Youth Conference, and it’s
called Relpresent (check out pg. 11).
It truly has the potential to change
the face of youth ministry forever.
And soon, you’ll meet the first group
to participate in Elder Vanessa
Long’s Elect Ladies Summer
Odyssey. The camp will empower a
small group of young ladies socially,
spiritually and educationally
(see pg. 14).

And lastly, I want to leave you with
something familiar—there’s power in
your praise. Whenever you need
more strength, get in your quiet
place and praise God. There’s new
amazement with it every time
because God is doing a new thing—
each and every time! Do what you
do to the best of your ability, and He
gets the praise.

One thing that inspires me is seeing our very own Born
Again Dancers perform during worship service. Often it
moves me to tears of praise. The dancers always look so
free, and in my mind, there’s nothing more empowering
than freedom. The woman behind the artistry of dance at
New Birth is Sabrina McKenzie (pg 16), and her gifts are
empowering youth, the Body of Christ, and the world.

Take on this “to do” for today: tap into what empowers
you. Go after it with a vengeance. Approach things differ-
ently; see different results.

Continued power to God’s people!

Lisa Birch
Editor
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“When God gave me the
vision to build a company that
would funnel wealth to the
Kingdom of God while helping
God'’s people live debt free—

| asked for confirmation; that's
when God introduced me to
Bishop Eddie L. Long.”

Patrick Shudak, founder of Sharing
Way, can barely contain his boundless
energy as he continues telling how
the vision for Sharing Way was born.
“After praying for confirmation, I
immediately turned on the television
and saw Bishop Liong collecting cred-
it cards fromsworshipers; he was liter-
ally cutting them up while stating
that God’s people need to get out of
debt. That was about three years ago,
and since then, I have focused all of
my efforts on building Sharing Way.
“I was amazed at how advanced
Bishop Long was in teaching real-life,
Bible-based money management. His
vision of creating Kingdom wealth
confirmed my burning passion. I
don’t know if Bishop Long will ever
fully understand the inspirational
impact he has had on Sharing Way

I::::::I l'-|.l"lI 11 L
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NEW BIRTH PARTNERS WITH SHARING WAY—PROVERBS 13:22 MANIFESTS

and the thousands of churches we
help.”

New Birth Missionary Baptist
Church recently launched its debt-
free New Birth prepaid debit
MasterCard®, sponsored by Sharing
Way. After meetings between Shudak
and Bishop Long, a strong partner-
ship was formed that will bless New
Birth financially, help those who get a
Card live debt free, and provide
Sharing Way with a solid foundation
for growth in the Atlanta area.

The New Birth VOICE recently
talked with Shudak, Chairman and
CEO of Sharing Way, and Anna
McCoy, Sharing Way Senior Vice
President, who is also an author,
speaker and founder of Jabez Event,
which teaches empowerment and
financial literacy across the country.

NBV: What is Sharing Way?

Shudak: It is a ministry support
organization that helps churches and
charities create new monthly income
while helping people live debt free
and save money. We’ve spent nearly
three years and invested about $10
million to bring this program to
churches. We have faced unbelievable

spiritual battles because this has never
been done before in the history of
the world banking system and the
devil is not happy. Sharing Way
claims Proverbs 13:22, and is about
transferring the wealth of the sinners
to the righteous.

NBV: What Is A New Birth Card?

Shudak: The New Birth Card is a
prepaid debit MasterCard issued by
BankFirst. It can be used anywhere
MasterCard is accepted but it is not a
credit card. Because it is a prepaid
card, you deposit money on it, use it,
and when the money is gone, you
can’t use it until you deposit more
money. That’s what makes this card
“debt free,” and there are no over-
draft, penalty or interest fees. And,
because it is a prepaid card, no credit
check, bank account, or employment
is required.

NBV: It sounds like a cross between a
debit card from a bank and o relond-
able phone carvd.

McCoy: In some ways that’s a good
description, but the New Birth Card
has some real advantages over checking

MAY | JUNE 2005 THE NEW BIRTH VOICE 7
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debit cards. First, debit cards that are
tied to a checking account are the sin-
gle biggest culprit in overdrafts. A hus-
band and wife share a bank account,
both use debit cards, one or both for-
get to enter a purchase and wow, the
next thing you know is that you are
facing not just one but several over-
drafts. With a national average of 1.2
overdrafts a month and overdraft fees
as high as $35 per overdraft, you can
see how a so-called “free” checking-
debit card can really end up being very
expensive. You can also use the New
Birth Card at thousands of ATMs or
you can get cash back at many stores
when you make a purchase.

NBV: OK, I think I understand what
it 1s, but how does it “bless” New Birth?

McCoy: It is a very simple concept;
Sharing Way redirects a significant
share of the normal bank fees back to
New Birth. We all pay banks or card
companies to access our money. We
may not think about it, but we all pay
to access our money. A person who
does not have a checking account pays
check-cashing stores outrageous fees to
cash paychecks, and they also most
likely pay for money orders to pay bills.
Also, those who use credit cards spend
an average of $100 a month on fees
and interest—that’s not to mention the
problem of growing debt.

NBV: The New Birth Card redirects
Sees that we all spend to access our
money to the church, but what does it
cost someone to use the card?

Shudak: Prepaid cards are “pay-as-
you-go”; each time you make a pur-
chase with this Card or deposit
money on the Card, you pay a small
transaction fee. For example, let’s say
you use payroll direct deposit from
your employer to deposit money to
the card twice a month, and you
make 18 purchases during the
month. The total cost is $20.40—of
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which $14.85 goes back to New
Birth. Other prepaid cards don’t redi-
rect any money back to building the
Kingdom of God, and they usually
cost more. Within the next few
months we will also offer card mem-
bers the option of unlimited use of
the card for a flat-fee of $19.95 a
month with $10 going to New Birth.

McCoy: Let me jump in here—
Americans will spend more on inter-
est than anything else in their life. We
love to get the new car, the house,
but we forget that we are paying a
price for using/borrowing money.
The New Birth Card is a huge first
step toward debt-free living. God’s
Word in Proverbs is very clear about
avoiding debt—it says The rich ruleth
over the poor, and the borrower is ser-
vant to the lender. Bishop Long is
calling for a change in the way we
think and act about money. We need
to get our financial house in order
and it starts by taking steps to cut our
dependence on credit, on borrowing
without thinking.

NBV: Mr. Shudak, you mentioned
adding money on your cavd by payroll
direct deposit—are theve other ways to
deposit money?

Shudak: Depositing money on the
card is very easy. With payroll direct
deposit, you get immediate access to
your money. Sharing Way sends a
“How To Use” brochure to each
card member and we even include a
payroll direct deposit form and
instructions. You can add cash to
your card at most CVS, Eckerd and
Radio Shack locations, just to name a
few. Details can be found at our web
site www.sharingway.com or you can
follow the links at www.newbirth.org
to get to our site. You can also load
money at certain banks and by mail-
ing a check or money order to us.

NBV: What about younger people—can
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teenagers use o New Birth Card?

Shudak: This card is a great way to
teach our children how to manage
money and the importance of giving.
I have six kids and all of the older
ones have a card. It is a lot safer for
them to carry a card rather than cash.
If the card is lost or stolen, you can
report it and you are protected. Lose
cash and good-luck getting it back.
This Card also works in emergencies.
If one of the kids has a real need and
they don’t have enough money on
their card to cover the emergency, I
can pick-up the phone and make a
transfer from my card to their card
and the money is available immediate-
ly. Or, if my card is running low, I can
go to a local store, give them cash,
make a call and the money is immedi-
ately available on their card. All
Sharing Way card members can access
a secure web-based reporting system
so I can sign-on and view how my
kids have been spending their money
and then we can talk about the deci-
sions they made or how they can
budget better.

McCoy: Here’s something else to
think about: As soon as a teenager
turns 18, they start receiving credit
card offers, and then if they go to col-
lege, they are tempted by easy money
to sign-up for a “beginners-credit
card.” It’s sad, but a lot of young
people are drawn in and start using
credit cards before they really under-
stand that they are borrowing money
that must be paid back, at very high
interest rates, and there are penalty
fees too.

NBV: And, if someone wants to get o
Card, what do they do?

McCoy: Visit New Birth Missionary
Baptist Church and pick-up an enroll-
ment packet, or call 1.877.742.7305
day or night, or visit www.newbirth.org
and click on the card.



050450 Voice

5/17/05

12:27 PM Page 12

Long after this year’s
youth conference is over,
“Relpresent” will live on. What's
behind this new name and its
objective? LISA BIRCH talks with
Elder eDDie Velez and Minister
Milan Ford about the birth of a

new youth movement.

NBV: Why “Re|present”? Where did the
name come from, and what is the objec-
tive?

Elder eDDie Velez: There’s an entire
re|presentation that needs to happen.
Everything needs to be re|presented.
Christ needs to be re-presented to the
youth, and they need to be re|present-
ed back to the Lord, their parents,
their communities, and their schools—
totally new. Also, they need to be able
to re|present the God that they can
never give an answer for (1 Peter
3:15)...they need to be able to
re|present Him within their communi-
ties. Their mindset, their whole para-
digm, needs to be re|presented.

Minister Milan Ford: This is one slang
word that has stood the test of
time...repre-
sent—I’m out
here repre-
sentin’...repre-
sentin’ my
cause,

representin my street, representin’
my colors or whatever, and the whole
thing is that in every area of life,
we’re always representing something,.
But the true question is: are we
re|presenting it? It’s a word that I
thank God we were actually able to
embrace, because the youth are
already using it in their common-day
language. We’re showing young peo-
ple that in every area of life, they
ought to be re|presenting themselves.
It’s ok to represent the (outfit), but
you need to re|present the person
who is underneath so that people
don’t put you in a box and say ‘that’s
all there is to you.” Why don’t we
look at the guy who sits in front of a
Nintendo screen for hours and see
him as a potential game programmer?
Or, why don’t we look at the person
who is wearing the jersey as someone
who can be the next Karl Kani
designer? We completely box them
into what they represent instead of
what they can re|present to us. I
wouldn’t be surprised if this
changes the face of
youth ministry.

MAYGRINISINIPX0I0 5 THE NE

NBV: We see that the name is differ-
ent, but how will the conference itself
be different?

Minister Ford: There are some ele-
ments of our conference that look
similar to other conferences we’ve
had in the past, but I think the
biggest difference can be found in us.
While we have unique speakers and
artists, it’s more about the vision
behind it; we’re not trying to have a
summer experience to make a few
dollars for our church. At the end of
those three days, we’re really trying
to get young people to come back
with a totally different mindset as to
who Christ is, and who they can be
in Him. So with the confer-

ence, it’s not just a
bunch of people who
are God’s
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Relpresent, 2005 = o register now, visit www.timetorepresent.com.

Anointed New Generation, but we are
setting out to spend three days dealing
with them internally so that they really
understand that this Christ thing is
something they need to embrace. It’s
not just something to be hyped; we
want to turn that hype into a sus-
tained focus of who He is so that it’s
not just something they will put on
their cars to say ‘I’m a part of,” but
rather it’s something that every time
they open their mouths, they re|pres-
ent the Gospel to another person’s
life. We’re really aiming to do some
major surgery to our young people so
that they leave not looking like a repli-
ca of the old church.

NBV: Tell me about the slogan, “Is
this all you see?”

Elder Velez: This question is to

two audiences: “First, it is to the
parents, civil officials, clergy, education
officials, law enforcement, every-
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body... Is this all you see in (the
youth)?” 1 Samuel 16:7 says, for man
looks at the outward appearance, but
the Lovd looks nt the heart. And sec-
ond, we’re asking the young genera-
tion, “Is this all you see? When you
get up to go to school in the morn-
ing, is (an outfit) and a throwback all
you see? Your hot figure, your cell
phone, and your jewelry—is this all
you see? PlayStation® and Xbox™, is
this really all you see for yourself?”

NBV: What about those youth who
don’t plan to come?

Minister Ford: This is not a festival.
Our focus it not just to draw, but
ultimately, for those who are drawn,
for them to be re|presented. One of
the major scriptures that drives this is
Isaiah 43:18—Do not remember the
former things, nor consider the things
of old. Everything that we’ve done
before, we’re throwing it away.

Elder Velez: T don’t know if every-
body is ordained to come to this con-
ference. Matthew 5:14 says, You are
the light of the world. We’ve got to
adequately equip the ones who do
come to be able to allow their light
to shine to influence others. One of
the things I’ve been ministering to
the teenagers is, “...some of ya’ll
don’t understand who paid your light
bill. You don’t understand that your
light bill, and the source of your sup-
ply, has already been paid. You’ve
been trying to do that on your own
merits and efforts, but you need to
understand that your redemption,
and your coming, your drawing—
parallel to the youth that are being
drawn to Re|present 05—is by God’s
selection and election.” He’s pulling
them in, giving them the power
source of His resurrected Son for
their lights to so shine before men.

o

Wirst Slens of a Spark

A new sense of youth power emerged late last year. It was
the Wednesday-night Bible study that everybody sill talks
about—Bishop declared that this nation’s youth, particularly
the teenagers, are not who the world says they are, and with
authority, he fervently re-dedicated them back to God. His
passionate proclamation sent the Holy Spirit to work instantly.
Within seconds, the doors of the sanctuary burst open and
young people, in agreement with their spiritual daddy,
charged down the aisles and took over the altar, boldly and
without care.

“When Bishop said he considered focusing on the smaller
children instead of the teenagers because they might have
already been lost, | was thinking to myself, ‘Please don't give

1

up. They are not lost,”” says Kysha Rowe, Youth Development
Leader. Kysha was with the youth at New Birth during the
Wednesday night experience. She says sparks had begun to
fly amongst the youth a few weeks before that evening. “The
student leaders had just returned from an off-site retreat, and
many, if not all of them, encountered God in a unique and

12 THE NEW BIRTH VOICE MAY | JUNE 2005

personal way that caused them fo renew or reignite their rela-
tionship with Him (James 4:8).” Kysha says the youth devel-
opment leaders continually pray that young people will pos-
sess the desire fo walk and manifest the life of Christ in
church, at home, in their schools and beyond.

God answers prayer, and many are witnessing true manifes-
tation. Elder eDDie Velez, Senior Director of Youth Development,
says the fire is burning amongst the youth here at New Birth,
and has already made its way outside the four walls.

“I was at a high school recently and it was just incredible
what | saw...how these kids are starting these Bible Clubs
(See The Real C.LA., page 13)...it just blew my mind...and
50 percent of the students represented in that meeting were
not even from New Birth,” says Velez. “They're just being
drawn by the energy, the hype and what's inside of our kids.
So as God draws them here for the conference, as we lift Him
up, we're hoping that whatever is hyped up about the kids
here will spread like wildfire amongst them, like it did in the
Book of Acts.”
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with the Word of God at 3:30 p.m.
Meanwhile, in Stone Mountain, Ga.,
at Redan High School, 18-year-old
Ramoris Parham plays Donnie
McClurkin’s “Stand” while he and
20-plus members open up their
Wednesday afternoon session with
sweet songs of praise.

All of these Christ-driven teenagers
are Christians In Action. They share
one common goal and vision: “To
equip today’s youth with the necessary
skills to survive in the real world in
such a way that exemplifies and praises
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

Lithonia
While attending Lithonia High
School, sophomore Corlissa Miles
found that she and her friends could-
n’t have “mature conversations.” “I
began to realize that all we talked
about were boys and clothes. Our
conversations had no substance,” she
says. “I started a C.I.A. chapter at my
school because I wanted to let my
peers know that God is the source of
our lives and without Him we are
spiritually dead.” She goes on to
explain that initially she was scared of
what her friends may think, but she
was determined not to let fear stop
her. “Many people die from lack of
knowledge, and I didn’t want the
spiritual blood of my friends on my
hands,” says the budding junior.
Although the C.I.A. chapter at
Lithonia wasn’t established until
February of this year, the club cur-
rently has 20 members and continues
to grow. When asked how C.I.A. has
affected her life, Corlissa says, “It
keeps me on my toes. It helps me to
watch what I say, do, and how I carry
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myself. I continue to let my light
shine.” Her words of advice to fellow
teens: “Just when you think nobody
is watching, somebody is always
watching!”

Stephenson

Originally known as “Jaguar Bible
Study” at Stephenson High School,
the Christians In Action group
received its new name just this year.
Current C.I.A. President Chris Perry
explains his reason for making the
change: “I didn’t feel ‘Jaguar Bible
Study’ fully represented what our
organization was really about.
Established just two years after
Stephenson High School opened, this
chapter of C.I.A. invites everyone to
come and be a part of an empowered
group of young people who are truly
on fire for the Lord.

Redan

“I didn’t choose to be president of
C.ILA.; God chose me,” says 18-year-
old Ramoris Parham of the C.I.A.
chapter at Redan High School, which
meets weekly and extends an open
invitation to all youth who wish to
become Kingdom empowered.
Members of the Redan chapter and
other groups of C.I.A. say they are a
chosen generation (1Peter 2:9). They
take pride in their work, which isn’t
limited to just the four walls of the
classroom. The groups get involved in
and around the schools, and they also
step outside the school to enjoy other
means of fellowship—such as helping
the janitors pick up trash on the cam-
pus and taking the different groups to
New Birth’s “Da Spot” worship serv-
ices on Wednesday evenings.
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Elect Ladies was born from
Bishop Long’s heart, having seen
the success of Longfellows Academy
— last year’s summer enrichment
program for young boys, ages 12-
16. Consequently, he wanted young
ladies of New Birth to also have
such a life-changing experience.
Elder Long has graciously accepted
the torch passed to her by Bishop
Long, and 40 blessed young ladies
will greatly benefit. “Bishop Long
believes in this program so strongly
that he contributed the first major
seed that enabled us to get it start-
ed,” says Elder Long. “We are
extremely grateful for his heart.”

Elder Long has tasked Program
Administrator Joceyln DeRamus
with implementing the various com-
ponents of Elect Ladies. With over-
all direction from Elder Long,
DeRamus developed each compo-
nent of the daily and weekly activi-
ties. For instance, for the leadership
development training, “within that
component,” says DeRamus, “First
Lady desires girls to develop public
speaking and the art of conversa-
tion.” For all areas, Elder Long has
laid the foundational principles, and
each team will be allowed to blos-
som in their own unique way within
the parameters set forth, selecting
activities that implement her direc-
tives.

The young ladies will receive spe-
cific directions each week from
Elder Long in a session entitled
“Straight from the Heart.” During
her special time with the young
ladies, Elder Long will impart her
wisdom with topics chosen just for
them. The young ladies will also get
a chance to share the things on their
heart, and they will also practice
what they have learned through var-
ious activities and field trips.

Says DeRamus, “Field trips will be
centered on exposure to culture and
the arts.” The young ladies will go
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to places such as the High Museum
and the Alliance Theatre, and a
restaurant field trip is planned so
that the young ladies may actually
apply the social and etiquette skills
they have learned in the program.
While there, they will sit at a plated
table setting and execute the proper
movements, such as which fork to
pick up for which item, where the
butter knife belongs, and the whole
gamut. As Elect Ladies, Elder Long
desires for the participants to experi-
ence what they learn.

Activities won’t always be in the
form of a lecture or in a traditional,
stiff-structured environment, but
the girls will get plenty of interac-
tion. “It’s not just a one-way impar-
tation; they will give and get some-
thing at the same time,” says
DeRamus. At the end of the
Elect Ladies Summer
Odyssey, the young ladies
should be able to artic-
ulate where they were
when they started it,
why they were in the
program, and what
they got from it, she
says.

Once the Elect
Ladies program con-
cludes, a special cere-
mony will be held to
celebrate the young
ladies, who will have a
chance to express what they
learned.

Says DeRamus, “My number one
charge is to make sure that this
entire process is one that’s life
changing for them, and my role in
that is to make sure that they have
staff and teachers addressing them
that work in a spirit of excellence
and love; that the staff that’s work-
ing with them and in front of them
are enjoying what they are doing;
and that the girls feel that they
experience enjoyment from every

angel, not just from the activities
but from the staff as well.” She con-
siders it part of her role to “make
sure this is not just baby sitting,”
and she wants each young lady, who
will become an Elect Lady, to leave
having everything Elder Long wants
them to experience: “that their
God-given potential is explored in
all three dimensions, socially spiritu-
ally and educationally, so they can
become leaders wherever they go,
and shine as Elect Ladies are sup-
posed to.”

What does Elder Long hope the
young ladies will take with them? “I
want them to walk away after com-
pleting the Odyssey with a sense of

who they are in
Christ, rec-

To :ponsor 9 young lady or 5o,
owards the Program, cqlf
770.696.94 12

their
value,
and that they
have the power to lead and influ-
ence others. I hope to ignite a fire
in these young ladies and create a
thirst for something more than just
the ordinary. I expect that when an
Elect Lady enters the room every-
one recognizes there is something
special about them. Not an arrogant
presence, but a godly presence filled
with humility and a heart to serve
and change the world.”

MAY | JUNE 2005 THE NEW BIRTH VOICE 15

e






050450 Voice

5/17/05 12:28 PM Page 20

When our hearts are filled with securi-
ty and trust in a dad who loves us, we
stop living for our father’s approval
and begin to live from his approval.
Out of our assurance of his unending
love and commitment, we’re enabled
to become the person we were created
to be and, in the process, bring pleas-
ure to our dad.

I recently received a letter from a
man who attended one of my “The
Ditterence a Father Makes” confer-
ences. I remember him coming up to
me with tears in his eyes and asking if
it was too late for him to make a dif-
ference in his daughter’s life? I told
him, “It is never too late on this side
of heaven to make a difference.”

Whether you have your own chil-
dren or not, you have tremendous
power and influence as a man to
make a difference in kids lives simply
through caring and being involved in
what they are doing.

what does dad think
about me?

In a recent survey, Josh McDowell
Ministries found that 70 percent of
teens in his ministry said the number
one value in their lives is a sense of
family. Why do you think there has
been a boom in coffee shops like
Starbucks around the world? Because
that is the place where kids go to try
to find out who they are. They sit
and listen to each other’s stories.
They place tremendous value in
hanging out and building relation-
ships, partly because that is not hap-
pening at home. Dads have spent
their lives building their careers,
unaware of what kids want today.
Kids don’t want bigger houses, faster
cars, or more money in the bank.
What they really want to know is this:
What does my dad think about me?
My biological father died in a tragic
plane crash when my mother was
pregnant with me, but she remarried
a man who treated me like I was his
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own. He also let me know what he
thought about me. My stepfather
helped set the direction of my life by
building structures that enabled me
to effectively chase after my dreams.
My stepfather was a motivator. He
wanted me to excel. From cleaning
my room to playing sports, he helped
me to be the best I could be.

Early one morning, he woke me up
with an air horn, asking me one ques-
tion: “Son, what do you want to be
when you grow up?” At 5 o’clock in
the morning, all I could see was a
poster of Bob Hayes, the fastest man
in the NFL. I looked at him and said,
“I want to become a professional
football player.” He said, “Great! It is
now time to build a ladder to your
dreams—one rung at a time.”

Before I knew it, he had strapped a
five-pound ankle weight on each of
my skinny 11-year-old legs and put
new sneakers on my feet as we
jumped into the car. He dropped me
four miles from the house and said,
“If you are going to do this, son, you
have to outwork every other kid in
America who is sleeping in right now.
I am going to help you do this. I am
going home to cook your breakfast.
What do you want?” I remember
ordering steak and eggs, blueberry
pancakes, and orange juice. Then he
just drove away!

I ran home that day with those five-
pound ankle weights slipping up and
down my skinny legs. And when I got
home, breakfast was ready. There is
nothing like eating a great meal after a
good workout. For years, I thought
the reason hair didn’t grow on my
lower legs was because of the chafing
of those five-pound ankle weights.

My stepfather dropped me oft five
days a week throughout my high
school years. That early morning
structure in my life gave me a mental
advantage over other athletes. I knew
that I was gaining a day on every
other high school athlete who was

not getting up early. And it was
because of my stepfather’s willingness
to help me reach my dreams that I
eventually achieved them. I knew
what he thought I was capable of.

make a difference

What kind of father will you be? What
is the nature of the gap between how
you’ve been functioning as a father,
and the job you would like to be
doing? I know your heart. I know the
yearning you feel to play a vital role,
rather than a peripheral role, in your
kids’ lives. Now is the time to slow
down long enough to honestly assess
whether or not you are living out the
love and commitment that you feel in
your heart.

Fill your children with positive affir-
mations. Bless them publicly. Develop
traditions that highlight shared values
and commitments. Spend time with
your children. Build structure around
them to help them reach their
dreams. Celebrate over your kids.

Join with me and make a decision
to add your home to the list of those
where the voice of the father truly
lives. It is part of your destiny as a
man to love your kids with all your
heart and to help launch them into
their adult years in the same way that
the heavenly Father launched Jesus
into His adult ministry. Become a
generous father who makes a differ-
ence in the lives of his children.

Ed McGlasson, a former lineman in
the NFL for the Jets, Giants,
and Rams, pastors the
Stadinm Vineyard Church
in Anabeim, Calif. He
vecently published bis first
book, “The Difference n
Father Makes,” which is
available in bookstores every-
where and online at
www.ampelonpublishing.com.
For more information about
The Difference o Father
Makes events and vesources, visit
www.thedifferenceafuthermakes.com.
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V | newsworthy

Bishop Wins 2005

Trumpet Awar

ongratulations to Bishop Eddie L. Shirley Franklin and others. Hosts
Long as the recent recipient of the for this year’s awards ceremony
2005 Trumpet Award. The Trumpet  were radio personality Tom Joyner
Awards, created by Turner and fitness guru Donna Richardson.
Broadcasting, honors African The Trumpet Awards says its pur-
Americans in various disciplines who,  pose is “to demonstrate total com-
as overcomers, have achieved great munity involvement, global respect
feats and successes despite odds they  for all humanity and its commit-
may have eome up against. ment to diversity by heralding the
As an honoree, Bishop accepted accomplishments of men and
his award in the company of other women who have significantly con-
2005 recipients, including Bishop tributed in enhancing the quality of
T.D. Jakes; tennis champions Venus life for all...individuals and /or
and Serena Williams; jazz great groups who augment the richness
Nancy Wilson; recording artist of this great global society by part-
Beyonce Knowles; activist and nering the cause of justice and

author Dick Gregory, Atlanta Mayor  equality of all.”

save the date

EARLY MORNING CORPORATE PRAYER 18TH PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY
June 6-10 (5:30 a.m.) August 21

*Please remember to cover us as we proceed

through the permitting process for our Senior SPIRIT & TRUTH 2005

Citizens Housing. Sepfember 11-14

June 20-23 December 9-10

FAMILY & FRIENDS 4TH OF JULY WATCHNIGHT 2006

CELEBRATION December 31
July 4
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